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Activists fear states will fall short on
UN migration pact
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United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres gives a speech during the UN conference
on migration on December 10, 2018 in the Moroccan city of Marrakesh

As heads of state and government jetted out of Morocco on Tuesday after formally
adopting a UN deal on migration, NGOs raised doubts about its implementation on
the ground and the high seas.
The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration -- inalised at the UN in
July after 18 months of talks -- was formally approved in Marrakesh on Monday in a
ceremony attended by representatives of 165 governments.
A host of European politicians including German Chancellor Angela Merkel have
irmly endorsed the deal, even as the US and a string of other countries have
shunned it amid a wave of anti-immigrant populism.
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While welcoming the agreement, the medical charity MSF and the International
Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent (IFRC) pointed to policies by EU states
that sit uneasily alongside the pact´s commitments to save lives and "eradicate
tra icking in persons".
"What we see right now is that months of government policies on migration are...
deepening the suﬀering of migrants by basically oﬀering them on a plate to criminal
organisation networks," said Joanne Liu, international president of MSF.
Last week, her organisation was forced to abandon its search and rescue missions in
the Mediterranean -- a key crossing for migrants and refugees travelling from Africa
to Europe.
The charity's vessel Aquarius has been blocked at the French port of Marseilles since
losing its Panamanian registration and lag in September, amid what it has called a
smear campaign led by Italy.
Both Liu and the IFRC charged that European powers have facilitated the detention
of migrants in Libya.
"We have been very vocal in saying Libya is not a safe place," Liu told AFP on the
sidelines of the Marrakesh conference.
But "European governments have basically been using public money to... inance
detention centres in Libya."
IFRC president Francesco Rocca hit out at the EU for policies he said pushed
migrants back to the highly unstable North African country, including the training of
a nascent Libyan coastguard.
"Nobody should be sent back to Libya. This is unacceptable. You cannot send
anyone back to a place that is not safe, and we know perfectly well that Libya is not
safe," he told AFP.
- 'Feels like a balance' Billed as the irst international document on managing migration, the compact lays
out 23 objectives to open up legal migration and discourage illegal border crossings.
Many NGOs have raised concerns that it is non-binding, raising further questions
about whether its provisions will be implemented.
"States are not obliged to respect" the deal, said Michel Prieur of the International
Centre for Comparative Environmental Law.
Prieur was also disappointed that environmental factors feeding into migration -including climate change, natural catastrophes and industrial disasters -- merited
only three paragraphs in the 35 pages of the pact's text.
He and others said civil society could have been better consulted.
The agreement has been hit by a string of withdrawals by UN member states, with
some claiming it infringes national sovereignty.
The US disavowed the process late last year.
Australia, Austria, the Czech Republic, Dominican Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Poland
and Slovakia all pulled out in the weeks and months ahead of the pact´s adoption,
while Chile withdrew the night before the conference and Brazil joined the defectors
on Monday.

sun-soaked Mexico
break
Engaging sight

Coleen Rooney joins
husband Wayne and her
parents for dinner in
Cheshire as she gushes
'it's so good to be home'
after spending months
in the United States
I'm A Celebrity's
James McVey gets new
wrist tattoo to mark
jungle experience... as
he showcases 5kg
weight loss in shirtless
snap
Selena Gomez looks
happy and healthy while
playing in the snow with
BFFs... in first photos
since entering mental
health facility
High spirits
Inside Nadiya Hussain
family home: Selfdesigned crockery, a
chicken coop, bold
walls, neon art and of
course, a VERY kittedout kitchen

Courtney Stodden sets
pulses racing as she
flaunts her surgicallyenhanced physique in
barely-there thong bikini
for racy snap
Baring all
Dancing On Ice:
Gemma Collins vows to
become the next Torvill
and Dean and do the
SPLITS as she leads
lineup skating AND
falling in preview
ADVERTISEMENT

Rows over the accord have erupted in several EU nations, hobbling Belgium's
coalition government and pushing Slovakia's foreign minister to tender his
resignation.
Italy falls into a group of countries that UN migration chief Louise Arbour has said is
still engaged in "internal deliberations" over the pact.
For Sarnata Reynolds of Oxfam, the pact has been an achievement in a challenging
global environment.
It was a case of "governments getting together at a time that is quite heated for
migration policies... to ultimately ind something that feels like a balance", said the
charity´s global head on displacement and migration.
"There are some places in the contents of the compact where for example we would
have liked to have seen the principle of non-refoulement, which basically means that
a person can´t be returned to a country if they´re going to be harmed," Reynolds
said.
"But the global compact from Oxfam´s perspective is a chance to push further and
get governments to do better," she added.
The pact is due to be rati ied by the UN General Assembly on December 19.
ADVERTISEMENT

Share or comment on this article: Activists fear states will fall short on UN
migration pact

Sponsored Links by Taboola

I'm A Celeb's Anne
Hegerty shows off her
one-stone jungle weight
loss after making
pantomime debut
Arrived at The Theatre
Royal on Tuesday
Megan Barton-Hanson
puts on a busty display
in a daring maroon
gown as she joins
fellow Love Island stars
at a Christmas party in
London
Georgia May Foote
stuns in plunging white
swimsuit as she poses
poolside to mark the
end of 'best week ever'
in Bali with beau Kris
Evans
Ariana Grande spotted
for first time since Pete
Davidson REFUSED to
see her after she rushed
to his side following his
'suicidal' post
Stepping out
Denise Welch, 60,
shows off incredible
figure in red floral bikini
on holiday in Barbados
after maintaining two
stone weight-loss with
'flexi-fasting'

50 Mind-Blowing Short
Hairstyles for Fine hair

The 2018 Healthy Packaged
Food Awards

WiredforNews

Prevention

The Queen Invited Meghan’s
Mom to Christmas, But Didn’t
Invite Kate’s Mom
Monagiza

Amanda Holden and
daughters Lexi, 12, and
Hollie, 6, dedicate sweet
song to celebrate
husband Chris Hughes'
birthday and their tenth
wedding anniversary
Coronation Street's
Tina O'Brien dons
'future Mrs Crofts' tote
bag as she poses with
her 'I do crew' in new
snaps from sun-soaked
Tenerife hen

Woman Approaches Pit Bull
Sitting On Bench, Takes A
Closer Look And Gasps...
SemperZoo

Try AncestryDNA® for Just $59 SimpleSite - Easy website
AncestryDNA®
creation
SimpleSite

Chloe Lewis posts
throwback snaps from
her Maldives holiday as
she celebrates two-year
anniversary with
boyfriend Danny
Flasher

ADVERTISEMENT

Sponsored Links by Taboola

YOU MAY LIKE

These Contractors
Probably Should Hav…

Lucky Abandoned Stray Cancer! Stop Eating
Kitten Gets Ride Alon… These 15 Foods Pleas…

Trendchaser

Design Bump

HEAD START TO
HOME COOKED
Get Recipes

Scorzh

more

Sorry we are not currently accepting comments on this article.

Back to top
Home U.K. News Sports U.S. Showbiz Australia Femail Health Science Money Video Travel Columnists DailyMailTV
Sitemap Archive Video Archive Topics Index Mobile Apps Screensaver RSS Text-based site Reader Prints Our Papers Top of page
Daily Mail Mail on Sunday This is Money
Metro Jobsite Mail Travel Zoopla.co.uk Prime Location Discount Codes Betting
Published by Associated Newspapers Ltd
Part of the Daily Mail, The Mail on Sunday & Metro Media Group
Contact us

How to complain

© Associated Newspapers Ltd
Advertise with us
Contributors
Work with Us

Terms

Privacy policy & cookies

